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CHEARADA HAMZA
Local helper

P.S. ANDREAS
Relief worker

KAREEM
Kind colleague

BEYOND DUTYIN DEPTH

B
y day, they are managers, housewives, store supervisors, and office drivers. Away from

work, they are also voluntary teachers, marriage counsellors, neighbourhood helpers

and relief workers. What sets these individuals apart is their dedication and

commitment to helping others. They are just some of the countless people across the UAE,

who are motivated by nothing more than giving back to their community. Gulf News honours

these “Everyday Heroes” and discovers what drives them to go beyond the call of duty.
Report on Page 8

THEY ARE ALL
EVERYDAY HEROES

REKHA THOMAS
Marriage counsellor

JAYNE WINSTANELY
Volunteer

Baghdad (Reuters) Iraq’s
prime minister urged re-
gional rivals yesterday to
stop using Iraq as a battle-
field to fight out their proxy
wars, addressing a meeting
at which US officials sat
down with adversaries from
Iran and Syria.

The conference in Bagh-
dad aimed to stop sectari-
an warfare in Iraq and pre-
vent the conflict’s spread
throughout the region.

At the end of the one-day
conference, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Hoshiyar Zebari
said the meeting had
achieved good results and
that US and Iranian dele-
gates did engage in discus-
sions but only about their
relations in Iraq.

Dozens killed in attacks
“The meeting was con-

structive and positive in fact
in its atmosphere and the
composition,” Zebari told a
news conference after the
meeting. “The issues dis-
cussed in the meeting were
totally focused on Iraq’s se-
curity and stability.”

The US ambassador to
Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad said
he talked directly to Iranian
delegates as well as in a
group setting.

In his opening speech,
Prime Minister Nouri Al
Maliki said all those with a
stake in the peace of the
Middle East should stand
firm against terrorism in
Iraq. “We call on all to take

moral responsibility by
adopting a strong and clear
stance against terrorism in
Iraq and cooperate in
stamping out forces of ter-
ror,” Al Maliki said.

He said Iraq needed the
support of its neighbours
and the world in stemming
sectarian violence, which he
said could spill over to other

countries in the region.
“Confronting terrorism
means halting any form of
financial support and media
or religious backing, as well
as logistical support.”

The peace summit came
as suicide bombers attacked
army checkpoints in Bagh-
dad, killing 28 people.

See also Page 13
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Sharjah A man faces death
for killing his mistress’ hus-
band just to please her.

H.M.D., 24, an Iranian,
strangled his mistress’ hus-
band, also an Iranian, and
then took the body to a re-
mote area in Ajman and
burned it. The wife of the
victim was sentenced to 18
months imprisonment and
will be deported after serv-
ing her term. 

The Sharia court con-
demned the accused to
death, but he appealed.
The Appeal Court upheld
the sentence, and the Fed-
eral Supreme Court is now
reviewing the case. 

Illegal entry
H.M.D. infiltrated into the

country and stayed illegally
here. He used to work at a car
workshop in Sharjah owned
by another Iranian. H.M.D
and the owner of the work-
shop, identified as Z.F.K. be-
came close friends. An illicit
relationship started between
H.M.D, who used to spend a
lot of time at Z.F.K’s house,
and Z.F.K.’s wife. H.M.D ad-
mitted to strangling Z.F.K.
one day when the wife was
out with the children.

See also Page 7

Man sentenced
to death for
killing lover’s
husband

AP

Bowled over by Caribbean charm
Cricket World Cup volunteers wave to fans during a break in a warm up match between
India and West Indies in Trelawny, Jamaica. The stage is set for the 2007 World Cup which
opens in the West Indies today. The seven-week extravaganza will feature 16 teams and 
51 matches. Having lifted the last two World Cups, Australia are tipped to win the final 
on April 28. Gulf News will bring you detailed and exclusive coverage of the event through
our cricket reporter K.R. Nayar, who will be based in the Caribbean.

Reports on Pages 51-54; For updates and more coverage, visit www.gulfnews.com/cricketworldcup

Cricket World Cup begins today

BY FUAD ALI AND
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Staff Reporters

Fujairah/Ras Al Khaimah A mod-
erate earthquake and at least
three aftershocks hit the
UAE’s East Coast last night,
spreading panic and prompt-
ing residents in several areas
of Fujairah and Ras Al
Khaimah to run out of their
homes, police and Civil De-
fence officials said.

The strongest tremors
were felt in Masafi, Khor

Fakkan, Manama, Bidiya, Siji
and other villages in the Ha-
jar range near Dhaid, while
Adhan and Al Ghal in Ras Al
Khaimah experienced mi-
nor jolts, officials said.

“The tremors in Masafi
were the strongest I have
ever experienced,” Ahmad
Hassan Al Hammoudi, a
Civil Defence official in Fu-
jairah, told Gulf News.

There were no reports of
casualties or damage to
property, Civil Defence of-
ficials said. The quake

struck Masafi at 10.28pm
followed by minor tremors
at 10.37pm, 10.53pm and
10.54 pm, they said. 

“I had just settled down in
bed when I felt the earth
shaking ... I felt as if I was in
a cradle in mid-air,” Mana-
ma resident Rashid Mo-
hammad told Gulf News.

“All Civil Defence people
rushed to Masafi, trying to
calm residents down. As a
precaution, we evacuated
many houses,” Al Hammou-
di said. Eyewitnesses report-

ed scenes of panic. “Sudden-
ly everything started spin-
ning and we all ran out in-
stantly,” said Masafi resident
Salem Bin Taher. 

The Abu Dhabi Met Office
said it had no details on the
tremors or their magnitude.

— With additional reports
from Nissar Hoath and

Bassma Al Jandaly/
Staff Reporters

Civil defence and police move swiftly to calm residents down and evacuate homes

Series of tremors triggers panic in northern emirates

H O S TA G E S

Militant group kidnaps German mother and son
A little-known Iraqi militant group said yesterday it would kill two
hostages, a German woman and her son, in 10 days if Berlin did not
withdraw its troops from Afghanistan, Reuters reported.

The Arrows of Righteousness group posted a video on a website used
by militant groups, including Al Qaida, showing a weeping Hannelore
Marianne Krause, 61, urging Germany to heed the militants’ demands.
“We give the German government 10 days from the date of this
statement to announce and start the withdrawal of their troops from
Afghanistan, otherwise ... they will not even see the bodies of these two
agents,” said a masked man, reading a statement on the video. He did
not give the date of the statement. 
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Caught in the conflict
Hannelore Marianne Krause (right) and her son shown in
this video grab posted on a website yesterday.




